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POLL: MOST MONTANANS APPROVE OF RACICOT’S JOB PERFORMANCE 
MISSOULA ~
Montanans continue to give Governor Marc Racicot high marks for overall job 
performance, but are less complimentary about their congressional delegation and other national 
leaders, according to the latest Montana Poll conducted by The University of Montana Bureau of 
Business and Economic Research.
For this edition of the Montana Poll, the bureau interviewed 402 adult Montanans statewide 
June 22-27, 1995.
Roughly eight respondents in ten (77 percent) said they approved of Gov. Racicot’s 
handling of his job, the highest rating he’s received in the Montana Poll since he took office in 
January 1993 and a few points above his rating in the December 1994 Montana Poll, according to 
Susan Selig Wall work, director of the poll and other BBER survey research. Only 6 percent 
disapproved of his performance at midyear, while 17 percent were undecided.
By comparison, Montanans were noticeably less complimentary of the congressional 
delegation, Wall work said. Roughly five in ten approved of the job performance of Sens. Max 
Baucus and Conrad Bums at midyear (48 percent and 49 percent, respectively). Almost three in 
ten (28 percent and 26 percent, respectively) disapproved, with about a fourth undecided.
Approval ratings for both were down a few points from last December.
Rep. Pat Williams’ performance rating was a bit lower than the senators’, Wallwork said.
-more-
Forty-two percent said they approved of his job performance at midyear, ten points below his 
rating six months earlier. About 27 percent disapproved, no change from last time, but almost a 
third (31 percent) were undecided, noticeably more than in the earlier poll.
President Bill Clinton’s performance rating from Montanans improved some from 
December, as it did in some national polls about the same time, Wallwork said. Forty-one percent 
of the Montana Poll respondents said they approved of his midyear performance, compared to only 
30 percent six months earlier. Still, at least as many — 45 percent — disapproved of his 
performance. However, his negative rating was much lower than the 61 percent disapproval 
expressed six months earlier.
New to the survey this time was U.S. House Speaker Newt Gingrich. Almost a third 
(32 percent) of the respondents were undecided about his performance; many said they were not 
familiar with him, despite the considerable media attention given him since he took office. Those 
with opinions, though, were more critical than complimentary of the new Republican speaker’s 
performance thus far, Wallwork said. Twenty-six percent said they approved of his performance 
at midyear, but a plurality — 42 percent — disapproved.
The Montana Poll’s statewide sample was drawn using the bureau’s two-stage random 
sampling process that generates a representative cross-section of Montana’s adult population. Its 
random digit telephone sampling program generates a statewide sample of telephone numbers, 
proportionate with the distribution of households in the state. A second random sampling 
procedure is then used to select one adult respondent in each household, taking into account the 




maximum error margin of plus or minus 5 percentage points. The error margin for any subgroups 
would be larger depending on the size of the group.
m
Contact: Susan Wallwork, (406) 243-5113.
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Montana Poll
Bureau of Business and Economic Research, The University of Montana (Missoula, Montana 
59812).
Sample: Montana, adult residents
Topic: Job Performance Ratings
Dates and Sample Sizes: June 22-27, 1995 (n=402);
December 6-14, 1994 (n=405)
Approve Disapprove Undecided
Governor Marc Racicot (R)
June 1995 77% 6% 17%
December 1994 72% 13% 15%
Representative Pat Williams (D)
June 1995 42% 27% 31%
December 1994 52% 27% 21%
Senator Max Baucus (D)
June 1995 48% 28% 24%
December 1994 55% 26% 19%
Senator Conrad Burns (R)
June 1995 49% 26% 25%
December 1994 54% 28% 18%
President Bill Clinton (D)
June 1995 41% 45% 14%
December 1994 30% 61% 8%
Speaker Newt Gingrich (R), U.S. House
June 1995 26% 42% 32%
December 1994 NA NA NA
NOTES: Percentages may not add to 100 because of rounding. Speaker Gingrich was
not included in the December 1994 Poll.
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